
 
 
 
 

 
he gruesome human rights record of the nine years of Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo’s reign is evidenced by the fact that there were 1,206 victims of 
extrajudicial killings, 206 victims of enforced disappearances and 2,059 illegally 
arrested and detained, 337 (as of February 21, 2011) of them are still languishing 
in jails in different parts of the country. Some of them are human rights 
defenders who were targeted by the U.S.-backed Arroyo government for 
defending the rights of women, men and children being trampled on by the 
military and police arm of a government which has no tolerance for dissent and 
opposition.   
 
 

Victims of Selected Human Rights Violations 
Under the Arroyo Government 
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Extrajudicial Killings 1,206 153 475 54 

Enforced Disappearances 206 31 68 11 

Illegal Arrest and Detention 2,059 333 578 116 

Still in jail 

337 (as of 
February 
21, 2011) 

29 
Data not 

available yet 
Data not 

available yet 

  
With servile commitment to the U.S. war of terror and imperialist globalization, 
Arroyo wielded against the people its national counter-insurgency blueprint 
Oplan Bantay Laya, which aimed to crush a lingering revolutionary armed 
struggle and a steadfast open democratic movement resisting its neo-liberal 
economic and repressive policies and programs.  
 
OBL did not differentiate armed combatants and leaders and members of 
legitimate people’s organizations, thus it is not surprising that human rights 
defenders themselves became special targets of human rights violations and 
political repression in the Philippines.  
 
However, after the May 2010 elections, the new government of Pres. Benigno 
“Noynoy” Aquino has unravelled its true promise --- that it is but a 
continuation of Arroyo’s legacy of state terror, political repression and  
economic exploitation. In barely four months into Noynoy’s presidency, there 
were already 20 victims of EJKs (an average of once a week), two victims of 
enforced disappearances, 16 victims of torture, 23 of arbitrary arrest and 
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detention and almost 900 who were forced to evacuate their homes and 
croplands due to militarization. Aquino has yet to render justice to the victims 
of human rights violations under GMA by prosecuting and holding her 
accountable for such crimes against the people. Worse, he extended the same 
counter-insurgency program of GMA for the first six months of his presidency 
and initiated a new program, Oplan Bayanihan, one that perpetuates the 
militarist and deceptive counter-insurgency program of the US government.   
 
Tanggol Bayi -  Association of Women Human Rights Defenders 
 
In keeping with the women’s and people’s movements’ commitment to give 
special focus to women’s issues and to advance women’s rights as human rights, 
some women human rights defenders (WHRDs) in the Philippines got together 
and formed the Association of Women Human Rights Defenders in the 
Philippines or Tanggol Bayi.   

 
Tanggol is short for ipagtanggol, a Filipino term for defend. Bayi is a derivative 
of the Visayan (Central Philippines) term for woman.  
 
 
Objectives 
 
Further develop the capability of women human rights defenders to protect and 
advance women’s, human and peoples’ rights while giving special attention to 
the rights of WHRDs; 
 
Provide a venue by which WHRDs can give mutual assistance to one another 
especially to those who are facing immediate threats; 
 
Provide information and facilitate HR education to WHRDs to even better 
sensitize them to violations of political, civil, economic, social and cultural 
rights;  
 
Through common effort, enable WHRDs to effectively forward policies and 
legislations, fight for their rights and generate resources for the needs of their 
human rights advocacy; and 
 
Network with other human rights organizations in the country and abroad. 
 
 
Programs 
 
Members of this women’s organization shall engage in the following activities – 
 

Campaigns and Lobbying 
 
Carry out campaigns on the various HR issues, especially those that 
concern WHRDs, to raise public awareness on the latter’s particular 
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plight as well as put pressure on those responsible for harassing, 
intimidating and committing worse acts of violence against them. 
 
Hold dialogues with relevant government agencies such as the 
Commission on Human Rights (CHR), National Commission on the 
Rights of Women (NCRW) and members of the legislature, judiciary 
and local government. Take up particular cases of WHRDs and women 
victims of HR violations. 
 
Initiate as well as join lobbying efforts in both houses of Congress for 
the enactment into law of the bill on Human Rights Defenders 
Protection and other bills protecting people from human rights 
violations like the proposed Anti-Enforced Disappearance Act of 2007.  
 
Help popularize the UN Declaration on the Rights of Human Rights 
Defenders and other UN human rights instruments. 
 
Join lobbying efforts in the UNHRC and dialogue with the appropriate 
UN Special Rapporteurs and representatives of international HR 
organizations.  Ensure that the voice of WHRDs is heard in connection 
with the UN periodic review of the Philippine government’s compliance 
with UN HR covenants and declarations. 
 
Annually commemorate the International Day of Women Human 
Rights Defenders on the 29th of November. Join the campaigns of the 
international and global regional WHRD networks. 
 
Organizing and Education 
 
Seek out other WHRDs to involve them in activities that uphold and 
defend their and others’ rights and to let them know where they can run 
to should they need assistance themselves. 
 
Hold activities for WHRDs like HR education, consultations and 
trainings on para-legal work and documentation of human rights 
violations (HRVs) to further develop their capabilities as HRDs. 
 
Organize and/or co-sponsor issue discussions and forums to popularize 
issues concerning human rights and WHRDs; send speakers to HR and 
multi-sectoral forums. 
 
Publish articles on the state of WHRDs and related topics. 
 
Services 
 
Provide security for women human rights defenders at risk by looking 
for immediate sanctuary and/or temporary housing for them. 
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Help get lawyers for and assist in the pursuance of legal cases, whether 
those slapped on WHRDs or those against perpetrators of human rights 
violations against them. 
 
Link up and network with individual women and women’s groups so 
they can lend support to human rights defenders especially the women.  
Give particular attention to those from among students, academe, 
religious, artists, professionals and business.  
 
Arrange for other relevant services to WHRDs such as psycho-social 
therapy and medical assistance.  Help seek educational assistance to 
children of HRDs. 
 
Help raise resources and tap free services for the needs of WHRDs. 

 
Organization   
 
An Organizing Committee was formed to work on the recruitment of more members 
and preparations for a General Meeting in 2011 where the Constitution and By-Laws 
and General Program of Action will be ratified.  It is also in the General Meeting where 
the Board of Directors and Officers of the association will be elected. 
 
Convenors:  
   

Cristina Palabay 
Karapatan 
Focal Person, APWLD (Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development) 
Head, Organizing Committee, Tanggol Bayi 
 
Rep. Liza Maza 
Head, Organizing Committee, IWA (International Women’s Alliance) 
Vice Chairperson, Makabayan Coalition 
 
Elisa Tita Lubi  
Regional Council Member, APWLD  
National Board Member, Selda (an organization of former political prisoners)  
 
Kiri Dalena  
Filmmaker 
One of the Ten Most Exciting Young Artists (Inquirer and Nokia) 
 
Marie Hilao-Enriquez 
Chairperson, Karapatan (Alliance for the Advancement of People’s Rights) 
 
Girlie Padilla, EMJP (Ecumenical Movement for Justice and Peace) 
 
Editha Burgos 
Chairperson, Desaparecidos (Families of the Disappeared) 
 
Lorena Santos 
Deputy Secretary General, Desaparecidos 
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Evangeline Hernandez 
Chairperson, Hustisya (Victims of Arroyo Regime United for Justice)  
 
Vanessa Bolibol,  
Secretary General, National Union of Students of the Philippines (NUSP) 

 
Joms Salvador, 
Deputy Secretary General, Gabriela  

              
  

 


